
Subject: Please help protect DOJ grant funding in Congress' deficit reduction agreement 

Importance: High 

Dear members of the law enforcement and prosecution communities: 

In just six weeks, deep, automatic cuts in federal funding, known as sequestration, will 

begin to take effect. According to the Office of Management and Budget, the 

Department of Justice’s justice assistance grant programs will be cut by 8.2 percent 

across the board. Unless Congress changes the underlying law, similar–or much 

deeper–cuts will occur every year for the next ten years. This will affect the Byrne JAG, 

COPS Hiring, Meth lab, Bullet Proof Vest, and many more programs. 

Congress returned for a lame duck session during which they will seek to reach a 

comprehensive deficit reduction deal to amend or delay sequestration and to address 

the other elements of the “fiscal cliff.” Even if the current sequestration mechanism is 

canceled, as is widely expected, what could replace it could end up causing deeper cuts 

to these programs.  

It is important for the law enforcement and prosecution communities to join together in 

explaining the vital role these federal dollars play in your ability to protect the public 

safety, build stable communities, and continue to test innovative methods for 

preventing, fighting and prosecuting crime. 

Please click on this link to sign onto a letter to Congress: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?fromEmail=true&formkey=dEtTWnhMNnBka0

VmbVhDQjROZ0otdWc6MQ.  It will take less than two minutes. And it will make a 

difference.  

Local, state, tribal and national law enforcement and prosecution agencies are welcome 

to sign, as well as individual chiefs, sheriffs and prosecutors. (Only law enforcement 

and prosecution on this letter, please. Another will be coming soon for other 

components of the criminal justice system.)  

If you have any questions about the letter, please contact Elizabeth Pyke, Director of 

Government Affairs at the National Criminal Justice Association, at epyke@ncja.org or 

202-448-1715.   
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